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UNIFRAKTURMAGURTI
nifrakturMaguntia

aflnicode Fraktur Font
by . "'mach’ Wust and Grer2it Lnsmann

hifraktur Maguntia i8 a digitalisation of the
1901 typeface BVertholdr Mainzer Fraktur by
Carl Lilbert Fabenwaldt. While the first
versiong of this font were based on a digitalisa-
tion by Peter Wiegel, with the main differences:

I OpenSype fo2 font’s ligatures & variants.
1T Suitable fo2 @font-face embedding on web.
I Permijjive license OFL that explicitly allows
font embedding.
IV ST glyphs hHag cavefully redatvn and the font
wag significantly expanded.

This font has been edited with FontForge L,
the free outline font edito2.

SUT the charvacters varviants ave usable with
the €39 properties @on&feature:eeﬁingé)
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1 brief bistoy 4 ”

man script QBI)at Died Out
Qld tmlauts

Today’s umlaut dots v2iginate from a small
that was placed above the respective basic letter
up to the 190 century («»). Capital umlauts,
emerged only at the beginning of the 200
century. BVejoze, the basic «capital letter plug e
wag used, theve are only few examples of a small
@ over a capital letter. ("ev15” £l > Uda

Toe long S

afmaeiouyiiﬁiip bb»f}%lg%[n‘tpq
¢ &"&%22‘6’ {f and ot(?er g otber
t Is [owercase
befoze bowe congonants
3 : i 3 3 3 3
vowels
exceptu | 1 i 8 8 i
AT i g g 8| ¢
AERT | i f 8 g
ofher | i f {

While the swash of the round < hardly poses
a poblem in texts using the long > (ag the
mostly occurs at the end of wo2bdg), it one may
regard it ag diminishing reabability and aesthet-
icg in texts without it. ("cv20" 08 > 508
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Bejore Fraktur
—j merger
Until the early 20
century, there wasg no
distinction betiveen the
capital letters <b and
<j> and both were
mitten ag . ("ev13y”
IF > I3 ) In some
early fraktur texts,
wag used at the
beginning of a wod fo2
both, while everywbhere
else <> wag used fo2

st

u—9» merger
Today’s distinction
betieen av and «<»
emerged in the 179
century. Until then,
@ wag used fo2 both,
A and v at the
beginning of wo2ds,
while av wag used
elsewbere. I8 a capital
letter, Q> wag used fo2
both. ("s802" Uu Vv -

Vv Vv )

round v

Qn early fraktur texts,
< replaced the regular
> after cerfain lefters
that where round to
the right (B, D, G, O,
D, 6, d, b, o, p) and
after <r> (there are
countevexamples)

[t wag also used in
the abbeviation “etc.”
<bie
usage ndiginated from
@'¢ similavity to the
“tironian et” <> and
survived until 1900 and
bence, ironically, the @
in itg miginal use.



Modern variants

finother difficulty of fraktur fo2 today’s readers
ave letters whose fraktur foum i unfamiliar o2
can be confused with anotbher letter.

variants from Grerit Tnsmann
choz ro>x,x ["tv3"poy

C wo5" B> G [t K> N
C’cboS" S->9 J"wog" V- Y

"evo1" £ R
"evoy" A - £, A )
"9 N> W j
"e910" B> Y )

experimental variants used here
C 30" b > d "cv31" 9> v
Cc”33 "Cl)))‘"

"0.)29" = -
"ev32" mo> mym )

"ep3s” D)

038" > )

C’cv36" "cv3y7”




Sraktur Letteripacing

Qn paoper fraktur typography, the markup
fo2 emphatic text i8 not “7zalic” o2 “bold”, but
“letterfpacing”

There i8 a catch to fraktur letterfpacing: the
ligatures «chp, «ch>, >, B> ave treated as jingle
[etters with regard to letterjpacing.

figen —figen|figen —figen

T Thig image {8 T Test fo2 web
really a feveenjbhot baotwser: this text {hould

from Fivefox (since really [ook exactly
the velease of .0, it [ike the above image

ig capable of corect (except fo2 diffevences in
fraktur letterjpacing). | font rajterization)

Qn Openype, the required ligatures that do not
get letterfpacing have to be defined in the feature

(“Gilyph Compofition/Decompofition”),
wbile the other ligatures that do get letterjpacing
bave to be defined in the feature
(“Standard Ligatures”). Both features ought to
be activated by default in all feripts.



“

C\s,\f)e goal of the UniFraktur pwject i pviding
free resources to blackletter font developers can
add smart features to their fonts. Jt focuses
efpecially on covering a wide vange of smart font
technologies. Since there i8 no single standard
fo2 smart font technologies, compability will ben-
efit when a font includbes diffevent technologies.

%Iacﬁ[etter fonts may seem outdated o2 even ve-
actionary. That's precisely why J find a tongue-
in=cheek pleasure at combining them with the
most advanced smart font technologies available.

Don't leave blackletter
to the outdated and
reactionary people

reappopriate it! .

Grer2it Lmsmann

this booRlet i a website

' wiviv.baulé.net/frakturcoze
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